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EXISTENCE OF GOD. 
PROVED BY THE FAITH OF MANKIND. 








A circumstance peculiarly striking, and|a 
which causes Philosophy to open her eyes in 
astonishment, is the consent of Mankind, in 
professing a belief in the existence of a God, 
in rendering to Him worship, and the hom- 
age of adoration and dependence—a consent, 
as ancient, universal and durable asthe world, 
—aconsent, which embraces the illiterate and 
the enlightened, and the most refined as well 
as the most uncultivated nations of the earth. 
Yes, whatever is splendid in genius, whatever 
is pre-eminent in wisdom and virtue has irre- 
sistibly, in common with the greatest body of 
mankind fallen prostrate and adored at the 
Altar of such a Faith. The contemptible 
exceptions to such a Creed, which appeared 
as if with a studied design to interrupt the 
universal harmony of rational creation, are 
in the Moral Order, what the whimsical pro- 
ductions, the several lusus Nature, are in 
the Physical world, and which are apparently 
thrown out of the ordinary notice and course 
of Providence. The wicked, the fvolish 
Atheist glories in raising his rebellious head 
against the Philosophic, the Religious Con- 
fession of the entire world. He shews his 
ingenuity in stealing and hidmg from the 

ht, or in endeavouring to cloud it by his 
cpbnistry and somewhat like the audacious 
aR and pretended Reformers of the 
True Church, fancies that he triumphs, 
scrily because he is “alone” and opposed 





will ransack his brains, if he has any, to find 


out, or form of the dregs of creation, a peo- 
|ple whose stupidity so ‘blindfolds them that 


jthey cannot, if it be possible, perceive the 
|slightest trace of Divinity. 


Present him 
‘with this unanimous belief of the haman 
family as the unerring voice of Nature, Rea- 
son and Truth, he will term it the result of 
ignorance and credulity, or sooner than to 
think and reason as the human species do, he 
would look upon such a testimony of wisdom 

as a popular prejudice. Press him to prove, 
or explain how such a Creed could find its 
way into the mind or soul of mankind, he 
might, as he impiously would remark, that 
it was the effect of Imagination influenced 
by fear and legislative policy, Let us follow 


adducing a solitary instance of a country, 
where it could be possible, we do not say to 
conjecture, but to demonstrate that there 
was, or is an Atheist, destitute of the idea 
of any Divinity. Their efforts have been hith- 
erto vain, their pretensions groundless, and 
their impotency to cite a district immersed 
in the filth of Atheism, is a sufficient proof 
that such a people do not exist. 


Open the earliest records of time: review 
the people who at that period inhabited the 
globe ; suppose them to be among the most 
rude or refined, will you find that they did 
not entertain a more or less correct idea of 
the Deity? The Pheenicians, Chaldeans, 
Egyptians, Persians, Indians, Greeks, and 
Romans have all coincided in such a belief. 
The age of Fable abounded in the tales, or 
histories of Gods and Demigods. The .phi- 
losophy, history, poetry, and oratory of 
Greece and Rome with which in our scholas- 





Atheism in all its serpent-like windings, and 
we shall be convinced that the Monster orig- 
inates in infamy, and every kind of moral 
turpitude, which can degrade the dignity of 
man. 


We shall divide the following Dissertation 
into three parts. 


The Faith of mankind in relation to this 
important fact will constitute the first part. 


‘This Faith, which arises from Nature and 
unclouded Reason, the second. 


The frivolous and villainous ravings of 
Atheism, the third and last part. 


The Faith of the entire world on this point 
is a fact; and facts are proved not by con- 
jectures but by testimony. The Annals of the 
world, the Historical Monuments of every 
people, the Narratives of every Traveller 
are what we must consult, and what must 
inform us that nations and ages in the Old 
and New World are unanimous in the belief 
of a Deity. We might at once interrupt the 
nonsensical and vapid impiety of the preten- 


ded Atheist-monsters, and insist on their|, 


tic, or Collegiate career we became some- 
what acquainted, conclusively prove, that 
| they were all indelibly stamped with the seal 
|of this divine faith of all nations. 


What mean the altars, temples, sacrifices, 
religious festivals, the statues of Deities, sa- 
cred hymns, Apotheoses, Elysium and Tar- 
tarus of the oldentimes ? Have not all 
and each of these an intimate connexion 
with such a Faith? Cast your eyes over 
the face of the earth, says Plutarch, and 
you will see cities without fortifications, 
literature, or policy ; you will perceive peo- 
ple or tribes without permanent abodes, pro- 
fessions, private property, mioney, or the 
slightest knowledge of the Fine Arts; yet no 
where will you find a City, or a people with- 
out a knowledge of the Deity. Cicero and 
Seneca make the same remark.* All that is 
grave, great and wise in Antiquity, as well 
as in subsequent times, must, as it does, res- 
pect and submit to such authorities as these. 
What credit can be attached to a few obscure 
and equivocal passages contained in the \ac- 








“* Cicer. Tuseul. Lib. 1. No. 13. Senec. Epist. 117. 
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counts of immoral scribblers, superficial ob- 
servers, Or impious and designing men, con- 
cerning the pretended atheism of certain 
tribes, whose name is scarcely, if at all; 
ascertained 1. We must here remark that 
a people without being guilty of the crime 
of Atheism sfrictly so called, may seem to be 
suspected of it, either because by their un- 
godly and brutal manners they violate every 
human and divine law which is-reyered by 
other people, or because, owing to the wan- 
dering life which they lead, and the savage 
state of independence in which they fancy 
that..happiness consists, they exhibit no well 
defined trace of civilization or public wor- 
ship ; or, although they acknowledge, yet they 
will not adore a supreme Divinity, or finally, 
because they adore only subordinate Deities, 
as has.been observed to be the case among 
some savage castes. Thus Pliny saw nothing 
but a sovereign contempt for the Gods of the 
Gentiles in the conduct of the Jews whose 
religion so. peculiarly distinguished them 
from the rest of mankind.+ Cicero, too, in 
his Oration for Fonteius, carried away by 
feelings of interest rather than conviction, 
describes the Gauls as impious, and posses- 
sing neither faith nor probity, and alludes to 
their expedition against the Delphians.— 
Cé#sar, however, who had every reason to be 
well acquainted with them, views them in 
quite a different light :—he describes them 
as a nation extremely religious.t ‘The prim- 
itive Christians were also represented in an 
unfavourable manner ; because they held the 
Gods of the Roman Empire in holy abhor- 
rence, and were therefore accused of being 
sacrilegious and atheistical wretches. Vague 
allegations should not therefore be considered 
as a sufficient justification for our branding 
any people or nation with the odieus mark 
of Atheism. Indeed a belief in the Divinity 
was so strong, so universal, that Lucretius 
congratulates his master, Epicurus, for hay- 
ing been the first who dared to wrestle with 
this faith of mankind, and raise his head in 
the midst of nations weighed down, as he 
remarked, by the yoke of Superstition. The 
Jews adored the One God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, and, if we institute a com- 
parison, we must confess that their Sacred 
Books celebrate His Grandeur and Glory, 
in Poetry truly divine,—to which the produc- 
tions of a Hesiod, a Homer, a Virgil, a Lucan 
or Lucretius bear no more resemblance than 
does an ant-hill to high Olympus. Jt must, 
at the same time, be borne in mind that the 
commerce of Greece and Rome had avery con- 
siderable influence on these nations, so far as a 
knowledge of the True God and consequent 
conversions to a belief in Him were concerned. 
When Solomon ascended the throne of the 
Royal Dayid, the King of Tyre returned 
thanks to God, that He had given the Royal 
Prophet and Penitent a successor worthy of 
such a father. Cyrus in the bright fields of 
victory, saw a gift of the God of Heaven. 
Darius, Artaxerxes, Assuerus paid Him hom- 
age. Who is the God by whom the Magi of 
Pharaoh’s Court declared that they were 
conquered, when they exclaimed,—“ The 
hand of Gop is here ?” 


TO BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT. 





+ Gentem contumelia numinum insignem. 
+ Nationem omnem admodum fuisse deditam religion- 
ibus. 





I FRATELLI DELLA. MISERICORDIA. 
THE THERHOOD OF MERCY. 
QG- CONTINUED FROM No. 9—raGE 68.40 





No men ever deserved the gratitude of 
their country more than these Brothers, for 
their conduct, in the times of the plague. 
Florence was visited by this scourge no less 
than eleven times in the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries. At some of those periods, 
especially in 1348, as many as six hundred 
persons died, day after day, within the walls. 
There is undeniable evidence, in the arch-J 
ives of the institution, confirming Landini’s 
account of the intrepidity of the Brothers, 
at every period when the black banners 
were unfurled at the ‘Tribunal di San- 
ita.” ‘They bore the sick to the hospitals, 
and the dead to the sepulchres; and as they 
journeyed through the streets, they were 
preceded by one ringing a bell, and warning 
the people to escape from their approach, lest 
the infection should be spread by them, while 
they dared it for the welfare of the commu- 
nity. Notwithstanding their exposure to in- 
fection, it appears they suffered in a less de- 
gree, proportionably to their numbers, than 
the more cautious citizens. This is a proof 
that a sound eourage is the best preservative 
against the plague as well as against every 
other species of disease; and it gives me 
pleasure to add, that when the typhus fever 
raged in Florence, about eight years ago, not 
one of the brothers was attacked by it, 
though they not only removed the sick from 
their houses, but in many instances attended 
them as nurses. As an instance of the 
grateful feelings of the Florentines, we are 
told that, after the last: severe visitation of 
the plague in 1633, when it came to the turn 
of the Misericordia to go to the Cathedral 
and render thanks to God, the populace 
crowded the streets through which they had 
to pass, and all the bells in the city were 
ringing, while from every side and from eve- 
ry window there were shouts of “Viva ! viva la 
Compagnia della Misericordia !’’—as if, con- 
tinues Landini, the health of the citizens, 
one and all depended on the charity and dili- 
gence of those Brothers. 

The company consists of three orders: 
the first in rank is that of the ”Capi di 
Guardia ;’’ their number is 72, of whom 14 
are noble, and 30 are priests, including 
the Grand Duke and the Archbishop. The 
second order, called ‘“* Giornanti, ”’ consists 
of 20 priests and 105 laymen; and the third, 
the “Stracciafogli,” of 180, of whom 30 
are priests. These, together with the super- 
numeraries amount to about 1200. Four 
“ Capi di Guardia” and fifteen “ Giomanti” 
must be in attendance. At the sound of 
their bell, which can be heard in every part of 
the city from the top of that beautiful tower 
designed by Giotto, they never fail in assem- 
bling more than: a sufficient number of the 
Brothers. It tolls once for the removal of 
the sick, twice for a common accident in the 
streets, and three times for death.—A ‘“‘Strac- 
ciafoglio” is promoted to the honours of a 
“Giornante,” and finally to those of a “Capo 
di Guardia” in recompense for diligent at- 
tendance ; and negligence is punished by 
degradation. There are no fires. It costs 
about six crowns to be enrolled, in which 





sum is included the purchase of the dress. 


None are admitted but those of good ch 

ter, and none who belong to aie they cunt 
the“ arti vili,”” such as butchers, fishmongers, 
servants in livery, coachmen, cobblers, sau. 
sagemakers, and barbers. We may smile at 
these exceptions, but let it be remembered 
we have our own prejudices against surgeons 
and. butchers on a jury ; and that while a tai- 
lor is but a ninth partof a man in England, he 
does not so much as appear in the list of 
‘arti vili” in ‘Tuscany. 

They hold themselves compelled to attend 
on any emergency, wherein their offiees may 
be beneficial. Silence and exactness of dis- 
cipline are strictly enforced on pain of expul- 
sion. ‘They are provided with the apparatus 
of the English Humane Society. It is their 
duty to convey the sick to the hospital, or 
from one house. to another, as they may be 
required. If they are sent for, as it some- 
times happens under peculiar circumstances, 
to attend the sick, they watch by them night 
and day, and perform every office of the 
kindest nurses; and that without respect of 
persons, for it was not long since that they 
performed this duty towards a Jew. Should 
they be witnesses, in the houses of the poor, 
to any painful scene of want, they are per- 
mitted to give relief in money out of their 
own pocket, and this is done to a considera- 
ble extent; and they are bound to make a 
report of the poverty of a sick person, when 
he is assisted by the Company from a fund 
raised by some of the Brothers, who under- 
take to go about the city, always in their 
usual disguise, with a box to crave alms for 
the sick poor. As these alms are divided 
weekly, and with a certainty against decep- 
tion, a Florentine, or the stranger within his 
gates, inclined to be charitable, knows 
where to lodge his money to the best purpose. 

For so many benefits to the public, such 
constancy, such toil, the rewards, beyond 
the honour of the Brotherhood, are small. 
When sick, provided he is a ‘Capo di Guar- 
dia,” the stipend is six livres a week; if a 
‘“‘Giornante,” only four; and he is visited 
by their own physician. Those of the third 
order have no claim in case of illness; but 
all are buried at the expense of the Compa- 
ny, and they possess a burial ground for 
themselves, bestowed on them by the govern- 
ment. Their physician has fourteen crowns 
ayear, their secretary sixteen—little more 
than honorary salaries ; but their actual ser- 
vants, whose time is fully employed, have suf- 
ficient wages for their support. There is 
also a small dower, should it be demanded, 
of ten crowns, granted to the daughters of 
such as have acted for a certain time as 
nurses to the sick. It is prohibited that the 
Brothers should receive any thing, on their 
own account, from the public, with the single 
exception of a draught of water. 

In answer to my inquiries respecting their 
funds, I learned that they have enough, but are 
by no means rich. Their property lies in 
land and houses. bi 

An abuse, of an aristocratical nature, has 
crept into the institution since the days of 
the Republic; nobles are made ‘Capi, di 





Guardia,” without earning the dignity by dili-, 


gence. Leopold the First frequently slipped 
on his sackcloth, and bore the litter in his 
turn among the Brothers. His son, the late 
Ferdinand, and the present Leopold, never 





paid the company that personal respect. 
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When d the First became Emperor of 
mene 7 endeavoured to establish the 
Misericordia at Vienna, without success. La 
a della Consolazione,” at Rome is 
a company of guardians and atten- 
—_ “a a a 3 a0 among the imita- 
tions of the Misericordia in other parts of It- 
aly, its best spirit islost, while in all the princi- 
towns of Tuscany it exists in the full 
forceof the originalin Florence. ‘Tuscans 
have more humanity, in all the relations of 
life, than their neighbours ; and in any ur- 
nt case, when the delay of a few minutes 
‘ght be fatal, instead of waiting for the 
Brotherhood, they render every assistance 
at. the moment. As an instance of this, 
jt was but a few days since that two men 
nearly lost their lives in saving a_ girl 
who had thrown herself into the Arno. 
Whether a society of the Brotherhood of 
Mercy is necessary in London, or whether 
it could beestablished there, are questions 
not easy to determine. In the first place, 
Englishmen might object to the disguise, 
which is necessary to prevent the recognition 
of friends that would obstruct them in their 
duty; as well as for the sake of separating 
every thing tending to personal vanity from 
the pure benevolent feeling. No thanks are 
here due except to the Society in a body. 
There are no anniversary dinners, no toasts 
and sentiments with three times three, no blaz- 
ing accounts in the newspapers of their ac- 
tivity, heroism, and charity. All goes on 
quietly, modestly. The Brothers know how 
much they are beloved, and are content 
without a display of their influence. Every 
mark of respect is however paid to them ; 
the military present arms, and individuals 
take off their hats, whenever they pass the 
streets. — Atheneum, or Spir. of Eng. Mag’s. 
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We invite the attention of our Readers to 
a letter which is found in our columns of this 
day, and which, written by an Illustrious In- 
dividual, who abjured the errors, the inconsis- 
tent fashions, and mischievous tendencies of a 
pretended Reformation, must be considered 
as a splendid testimonial in favour of the 
True Church, while its arguments .are as 
conclusive as they are confounding to the 
systematic adversaries of the ‘‘ One Faith.” 
The name of DE HALLER, to whom, on 
a former occasion we referred, and a state- 
ment of whose conversion we promised in a 
note upon the letter of the strong-minded LA- 
VAL, to furnish, is not, as is also the case with 
other great names, as familiar to America 
as to Europe. 

CHARLES LEWIS DE HALLER, a 
native of Switzerland and Ex-Member of the 
Sovereign Council of Berne, is the Grandson 
of the celebrated Physician and Philosopher 
ofthat name. He seems to inherit a large 
stock of his Progenitor’s mind, Literary 
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Europe justly admires his productions, which 
are redolent of research, wisdom and talent, 
and breathe a spirit truly preservative of the 
great social principle. He was born and 
educated a Protestant; but, fortunately for 
him, did not imbibe all its ‘Anti-Catholic, Anti- 
Christian prejudices. He traced up effects to 
their proper causes, and scorned to receive 
from interested, mercenary Pastors, foul 
calumny for history, fiction for fact, heresy 
for orthodoxy. He determined to read, inter- 
pret and judge for himself. He saw the pal- 
pable absurdity of the principle and practice 
of the Pseudo-reformation. He naturally 
must have asked himself to account for the 
ridiculous anomaly of the principle, the right 
of the private interpretation, the all-sufficiency 
of the Scripture, and the necessity at the same 
time of receiving spiritual instruction from 
self-constituted Preachers. He was too well 
acquainted with the Biography of Messrs. 
Luther and Calvin, and the character of by 
far too many of their responsible followers, 
not to see the gross misnomer of which they 
were guilty in appropriating to themselves 
the notorious Epithet of Spiritual Reformers. 
He must have inquired whether Martin 
Luther and John Calvin, (two apostate Ca- 
tholics, who smarted under the lashings of a 
lacerated conscience, and too justly anticipa- 
ted the heavy vengeance of the moral, natural 
and civil law) were the only two learned and 
pious nen in the Universal Church ; whether 
they constituted the Church, what was the 
number of Miracles they wrought ; the pen- 
ance and self-mortification they voluntarily 
endured ; the.crosses they took up and car- 
ried for the sake of Christ ; the Hyper-Catho- 
lie restrictions they imposed upon themselves 
and their followers? 


He felt a holy indignation at the impious 
conduct of the ill-fated Heresiarchs. Why, 
he might have asked, had Calvin the Satanic 
audacity to expunge from his Canon the 
Books of Tobias, Judith, Wisdom, Ecclesi- 
astes, and the two Books of the Machabees ? 
Why, besides these, did the Anti-Apostolic 
Luther, in a-paroxysm of Christian hate, cut 
to pieces with his Reformation-sword, the 
Book of Baruch, the Epistle of St. Paul to 
the Hebrews, the Epistle of St. James, the 
Second Epistle of St. Peter, the Second and 
Third Epistle of St. John, the Epistle of St, 
Jude, and the Apocalypse? De Haller was 
too great a Lawyer and Politician not to de- 
tect the Scriptural knavery of such Conspir- 
ators against. Christ and his Holy Church. 
Yes, he was convinced that unfortunate Lu- 
ther and Calvin looked upon the Book of 
Judith and the others as perpetual eye-sores 
to their blasphemous Orthodory ; that the 
Book of Judith contained numerous passa- 





ges, which were so many signed and sealed 

death-warrants of the Innovation and Here- 

sy of the. Reformation; that Fasting,’ the 

contineney of Widows, and the establish+ 

ment of Festivals, were recommended ,in 

terms too strong and unequivocal for sensue 

ality to endure ; that the Books of the Mach- 

abees, which were held in high veneration 

even by the Jews, had unreservedly enforced 

the necessity of offering up\sacrifice fer the 

sins of the dead, and, of course, of admit 

ting the rational, the Catholic Doctrine’ of 
Purgatory; that the Book of Tobias con- 

tained the hand-writing of Heaven ‘against 

the blasphemous tenet’ of Luther, who said 

that it was impossible to keep the command- 

ments of God; that in the Book of Wisdom 

and Ecclesiastes good works arewecommended ; 

that life is promised, in the Book of Baruth, 

to those who keep the law, and that death shall 

be visited upon those who are guilty of its 

violation: yes, the honest, enlightened) 'con- 
scientious De Haller tracked the a 

cunning in these moral, civil, and religious 

out-laws, who by their exterminating Canons 
swept away the Epistle of St. Paul to the 

Hebrews, and that of St. Jude, as well’ as 
the Catholic Epistle of St. James, yea, the 
entire Apocalypse, because these effusions of 
Inspiration, dwelt with ‘trumpet tonged” 
accents upon the necessity of good works, 
the insufficiency of faith without good works. 
and other vitally important points of soul- 
saving doctrine, which were by no means 
palatable to Messrs. Luther and Calvin, who, 
notwithstanding, were informed by the. In- 
spired Writer, that if any man should. take 
away from the words of the Book of that 
Prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
ef the Book of Life, and out of the , Holy 
City, and from the things that are written in 
that Book. All this the greatiand good De 
Haller saw. He was thunder-struck at the 
blasphemous impiety,; the unparalleled. ef- 
frontery of two obscure unprincipled men, 
raising their pigmy voices against the Wis- 
dom and Piety of ages, and who, hoisting 
the false colours of Christianity, launched 
out into a sea of trouble to attack, and inthe 
excess of piratical impiety, to blow up the 
impregnable “ Rock” the One, Holy, Catho- 
lic, and Apostolic Church, clothed, as She 
ever has been, in all the attractive, immuta- 
ble verdure of infallibility, and guarded, as 
She ever must be, by the unslumbering thun- 
ders of eternity. All these considerations 
rushed forcibly upon the mind ofthe dis- 
tinguished De Haller. To him the fear of 
the Lord was the beginning of Wisdom. 


_ He analyzed the motley, the! mutable;the 
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passion and time-serving creeds of the Six- 
teenth Century, and evidently saw that the 
Genius, Science, Patriotism, Nobility, Wis- 
dom, and Sanctity of Sixteen Hundred years 
had been drawn out in withering array 
against them. To him the Broad way, which 
a nick-named Reformation threw open, was 
cheerless and immoral. Pride, Licentious- 
ness, and Infidelity too frequently haunted 
and patroled it. The Meeting-honses, or 
Cenventicles which a Cadmus-like Magic 
had-started from under the earth, appeared 
to him on the road-side, (as if in all the wild 
luxuriance of mushrooms, or rather toad- 
stools,) as uncomfortable and insecure. The 
way-worn travellers of Time in vain sought 
Spiritual refreshment in each and all of them. 
They. tottered, on their base at the approach 
of every whispering breeze or frown of Cath- 
olicity. Their projectors and builders had 
no pretension to the correct taste, beauteous 
imagery, and unparalleled judgment which 
raping the Architect of St. Peter's 

urch of Rome—the grand Architect of 
Creation ; and consequently unlike His edi- 
fice, could not withstand the powers of dark- 
De Haller accordingly changed his 
course, and struck into the narrow path, which 
infallibly leads to immortality and bliss. It 
was here, he was convinced that unerring 
Truth became a light to his feet. It was 
here, while his heart was consoled, his head 
informed, and his soul nourished with “ food 
indeed,” that he took up his lodgings, on his 
onward journey into the region “ of untried 
being.” His Conversion produced a strong 
sensation throughout a vast portion of the 
European Continent ; and while it confound- 
ed the votaries “of the Doctrine of Men,” 
it filled with unmixed joy the Children of 
Light, and the Mother of all Saints. 

The Reformation-Spirit, with its usual 
consistency, visited and persecuted him ; and 
because he read the Bible, (fortunately he un- 
derstood it too,) and followed the dictates of 
conscience, the convictions of his enlightened 
mind, and the command of his Saviour to 
“hear the Church,” and to become a pro- 
fessed and practical member of the “ One 
Faith,” he was stript of his honours, and 
most cruelly ousted from an Office which he 
adorned with the splendour of his talents and 
the purity of his life. To him and his nu- 
merous family this change of faith was an 
awful reverse of Fortune. Consoling, how- 
ever to him was the remark of our Saviour- 
God, what doth it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world, but lose his soul? May that 
Saviour-God convert his enemies, and make 
practical Catholics of them, and of every 
adversary to the way, the truth and the life 
of the Only True Church. 
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Objections of our Adversaries to the Indefec- 
tibility of the Church, Refuted. 


FIRST OBJECTION. 

41. First, they object, that the Synagogue 
of the Jews had often failed in faith ; there- 
fore, from a parity of reason, the Church 
can fail. The Antecedent is thus proved: 
First, because the Synagogue failed in the 
time of Moses, when Aaron with all the peo- 
ple of Israel adored the Golden Calf, Exod. 
32. 4. Secondly, in the time of Elias, when 
not one faithful soul remained except Elias, 
as he himself complains, 3. Kings, 19. 14. 
T alone am left, and they seek my life to take it 
away. ‘Thirdly, in the time of Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, when all Israel departed from God, 
Isaiah, 1.3. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master’s crib; but Israel hath not 
known me. Jerem. 2. 13. For my people have 
done two evils: They have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living water, and have dug to them- 
selves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no 
water. 2. Chron. 15. 3. Many days shail 
pass in Israel without the true God, and without 
a priest, a teacher, and without the law. 
Fourthly, in the time of Christ, when the 
whole Synagogue, with all its ceremonies, ex- 
pired. 

42. We answer, whatever may be said of 
the Antecedent, of which we shall speak 
hereafter, the Consequent should be denied. 
For it does not follow, because the Syna- 
gogue failed, that therefore the Church should 
fail. First, because the Church possesses 
the promise of her firmness and stability, 
from her divine Founder, which the Syna- 
agogue did not possess ; for, not of the Syn- 
agogue, but of the Church, it is said: The 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. 
Secondly, the Church is represented in the 
New Testament under the character of the 
free-woman, and the Synagogue under that 
of the bond-woman ; the former is designated 
by Sarah, who was the wife of Abraham, 
the latter by Agar, who was his bond-woman, 
Galat. 4. 24. Agar was dismissed and re- 
jected: this was not the case with Sarah. 
Therefore the Synagogue should be rejected, 
not the Church. Thirdly, the Church is 
Catno.ic, or Untversat; not only by rea- 
son of place, but by reason of the individuals 
who have been and are to be saved. For, as 
many as are saved, are found to be in the 
Catholic Church; because out of Her, no 
man can be saved. Therefore if the whole 


possible. But the Synagogue was iiot Cath. 
olic or Universal, because out of her. men 
could be saved; as for example, the Ninjs 
vites, Job, and others. Therefore, although 
the whole Synagogue should have failed, yet 
salvation would have been possible. ; 

43. So much for the Consequent. Now 
to the proof of the Antecedent, in which, 
many things are assumed, that must be ex- 
amined. The first assumption is, that the 
Synagogue, in the time of Moses, had failed, 
by adoring the Golden Calf. This is false: 
For, not the entireSynagogue, but only a part 
of it failed. Neither did Moses fail, nor did 
the Levites and priests, as is evident from 
Exodus 32. 26. Moses, therefore, seeing the 
people, said, if any man be on the Lords 
side, let him join with me. And all the Sons 
of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 
But the Children of Levi were in number 
twenty-two thousand, as is related in the 
Book of Numbers, chap. 3. y. 39. 

44, The second assumption is, that the 
Synagogue had failed in the time of Elias, 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah. Here we make a dis- 
tinction. For, at that time, two kingdoms 
were attached to the Synagogue, the one. of 
Judah, which consisted of two tribes, the 
other of Israel, which consisted of ten tribes. 
The latter, from its commencement under 
its first King, Jeroboam, began publicly to 
adore Idols, 3. Kings, 12. 18. and in that 
state it continued until the Captivity, ac- 
cording to the Fourth Book of Kings; 17. 
22. The Children of Israel walked in all the 
sins of Jeroboam, and they departed not from 
them, till the Lord removed Israel from his face, 
out of their land, into Assyria. Nevertheless, 
there were always some in that kingdom who 
abstained from Idolatry, and acknowledged 
the true God, even in the time of Elias. For, 
when he thought and declared that he was 
left alone, he heard an answer from God to 
the contrary, 3. Kings, 19. 18. Iwill leave 
me seven thousand men in Israel whose knees 
have not been bowed before Baal. 


45. In the kingdom of Judah, things were 
quite different. For there were some good 
Kings, who were worshippers of the true 
God, as Asa, Josaphat, Asarias, Joatham, 
Ezechias, and Josias, under whom the true 
Religion was restored, or preserved. There 
were others bad and idolatrous, as Achaz, 
Manasses, and Ammon. Others, finally, who, 
although not indeed idolatrous, yet were 
wicked Kings. But the use of Sacrifices, 
according to the law of Moses, was always 
known to have remained in the teniple of 
Solomon, even to the time of the Babylonian 
captivity, as is inferred from. 2. Machab. 1. 











Church should fail, salvation would be im- 


19. For when our Fathers were led into Per- 
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Church. The most evident testimonies prove 
to the contrary, as we have already cited in 
our Eighth Number. Why do not our Adver- 
saries believe them? Why do they prefer 
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does, in no manner, favour them, unless they 
put upon it their own interpretation. For 
others, and indeed every mar who has a 
knowledge of the Scripture and 0‘ Ecclesias- 
tical History,clearly understand it not of the 
defection of the Christian Church, as they 
interpret it, but of the Synagogue of 
the Jews, which had been without victim, 
Priest, and altar now for eighteen hundred 
years. But it does not follow from this that 
because the Synagogue has failed, that the 
Church has also failed, or ever will fail. 


FOURTH OBJECTION. 


52. Fourthly, our adversaries object, that 
the Church is compared to the Moon, as 
is evident from the Sacred Scriptures, and 
Holy Fathers. But the Moon sometimes 
fails, therefore the Church sometimes fails. 
We answer, that from this it evidently ap- 
pears, that those who make this objection, are 
degenerate Children. They have clear'and 
open testimonies of the innocence and integ- 
rity of their Mother, as have been already 
given. Why do they, without any cause 
whatever, seek an opportunity of calumnia- 
tingher. Why do they interpret, so malicious- 
ly and perversely, what is said by the Holy 
Scripture and Fathers so much in her fa- 
vour? Yes, the Chureh is truly like to the 
Moon. But in what sense? Is it in this, be- 
cause, as the Moon often fails, so the Church 
often fails? So they assert who hate the 
Church. In what, therefore, is it like the 
Moon? In the following things, principally : 

53. First, as the Moon in the beginning of 
the Month is small, and then increases grad- 
ually, until it becomes full and perfect ; so 
the Church in its commencement, occupied 
only a small portion of the earth, but after- 
wards increased, so as to fill the whole earth 
with her salutary light. Thus St. Augus- 
tine on Psal. 103. verse 19. ‘“* He hath made 
the Moon for seasons.”” Where he says, The 
inrease of the Church is taken in a Spiritual 
sense. When was She obscure? When did 
She not appear, &c.? How blind must he be, 
who sees not the light of the full Moon. Sec- 
ondly, as the Moon receives her corporeal 
hght from the Sun, so the Church receives 
the light of faith and Sanctity from Christ. 
Thus the same St. Augustine on the 10. 
Psalm, writes, By the Moon is understood the 
Church, which possesses light from the only be- 
gotten Son of God; who is, in many places in 
the Holy Scriptures, in an allegorical sense, 
termed the Sun, the Enlightener : and Philo, 
a Bishop of Carpathia, on the Canticle of 
Canticles, thus writes: ‘* The Church is com- 
pared to the Moon, for this reason, because 
whatever portion of the Divine Light She pos- 
sesses, She received it from the immutable 
and Divine Sun of Justice.” 

55. Thirdly, as the Moon is subject to 


change, so is the Catholic Church in this 
life: for She sometimes enjoys peace, and 
sometimes suffers persecution, Yet she 
never fails, as St. Ambr. lib. 4. Hexamer. 
cap. 2. writes: The Church has her times of 
persecution, and of peace. For she appears, 
as the Moon, to fail, but she docs not fail. She 
may be obscured but cannot fail. 

56. In these things therefore, consists the 
similitude between the Moon and the Church. 
For the Church has never failed in her Faith, 
but is always as firm, steady and immoveable 
as the rock of ages on which She is founded. 
In this respect, She does not resemble the 
Moon, but the earth, according to St. Greg- 
ory the Great, on the 5th Penitential Psalm, 
The Church is called the earth, because she 
perseveres immoveably in the solidity, and per- 
petual firmness of Faith. 

57. But we are astonished that our adver- 
saries should bring forward this solitary 
similitude, to the prejudice of the Church, 
when there are so many others, which can 
be alleged in her favour. For, in the Scrip- 
tures and the Fathers, the Church is not only 
called, by an allegory, the Moon, but even the 
Sun, an enclosed Garden, a sealed Fountain, 
Paradise, a beautiful Dove, the City of God, 
the Land of the Living, a Woman clothed 
with the Sun, a Queen in garments embroi- 
dered with Gold, all of which are certainly 
honourable appellations: and if these rebel- 
lious Children would return, and become 
good and dutiful Children of the Church, 
they would most conscientiously attribute 
these honourable titles to their good, pious 
and affectionate Mother, and scorn even the 
remotest idea of calumniating Her. 


* *7ToO BE CONTINUED.*,* 








A LETTER OF THE CELEBRATED 
CHARLES LEWIS DE HALLER, 
Member of the Sovereign Council of Berne, 
TO HIS FAMILY, 


Informing them of his Conversion to the 
Caruotic, Apostotic, and Roman 
Cuurcu. 


Dear and beloved Consort, fond and af- 
fectionate Brothers and Sisters, to whom I 
am so tenderly attached by the ties of blood, 
by an honourable connexion, and by the 
remembrance of favours so lavishly bestow- 
ed—I could not have imagined that it was 
ever to fall to my lot to make to you, from 
Paris, a disclosure which will, perhaps, sur- 
prise and afilict you, and which, for that 
very reason, deeply affects me. But, to this 
measure, necessity has compelled me, and it 
will, I trust, prove to you, sooner or later, a 
source of consolation and joy. For many 
years we have dwelt together in perfect har- 
mony; heaven has crowned that harmony 
with every species of blessing: grant me, 
then, your friendship still farther, and listen 





to me with kind attention, at an epoch which 





I consider one of the most decisive in 
life. You have long known, as well from m: 

conversation as from public report, the fed 
clination entertained by me for the Catholic 
Church, which is nothing else than. the Uni- 
versal Society of Christians. . This inclina- 
tion is not the date of this day: no one has 
engaged me to it; no one has enticed me: 
itis the natural result of an upright heart 

of sound reason, and of the particular grace 
of the Almighty, who, during the course of 
my existence, has guided me in a manner 
which seems almost miraculous. My Broth- 
ers and Sisters will, perbaps, recolleet the 
justice with which our deceased Father wag 
accustomed to speak of Catholics in the 
bosom of his family ; he became acquainted 
with them by the number of his literary con- 
nexions; he loved them ; and on different 
articles even vindicated their belief. This 
seed has afterwards thriven in myself; and, 
in spite of the errors of my youth, my igno- 
rance at least was never the offspring of 
prejudice or repugnance. The beauty of 
the Catholic Churches raised my soul to the 
noble objects of Religion ; the nakedness of 
our own, from which the very last emblem of 
Christianity is removed, together with the 
dryness of our worship, filled me with displeas- 
ure : it often appeared to me that something 
was wanting—that we were strangers in the 
midst of Christians. You may discover 
traces of these dispositions in an eulogy of 
Lavater, composed by me twenty-one years 
ago, at Weimar. This celebrated man had 
been reproached with the same propensity ; I 
undertook to justify him; and, though I had 
then, alas! no other religion than what is 
called natural religion—or rather that which 
I made for myself—the manner in which, by 
the light of common sense alone, I expressed 
myself with respect to confession, with re- 
spect to regular abstinence, considered as an 
exercise of privation, with respect to the em- 
bellishment of Christian Temples, the cere- 
mony of washing the feet, and even the 
Unity of the Church, struck learned Catho- 
lics themselves with amazement. During my 
emigration, I met with an opportunity of 
knowing a considerable number of Catholic 
Prelates and Clergymen, and although they 
never spoke to me on the subject of religion, 
I could not refrain from admiring their spirit 
of charity, their resignation under every out- 
rage, and, I may even add, their intelligence 
and superior knowledge. The study of works 
on the Secret Revolutionary Societies of 
Germany, furnished me with a specimen of 
a kind of spiritual association which was 
spread throughout the Globe to maintain and 
propagate detestable principles indeed, but 
which had, nevertheless, become powerful/by 
its organization, by the union of its members, 
and the various resources employed for com- 
passing its end. Although these Societies 
inspired me with horror, they made me feel, 
however, the necessity of an opposite reli- 
gious society, of an authority to teach and 
stand as the Sentinel of truth, to preserve 
mankind from being hurried away by every 
wind of doctrine. But at that time I har- 
boured no doubt, and did not perceivey,um- 
til long afterwards, that this Society existsin 
the Christian Universal or Catholic Chureh, 
and that this is the cause of the deadly hatred 
which all the impious bear against her ; whilst 





every candid and religious soul, though in a 
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parate coinmunion, approaches her maxims 
seat in sentiment. During ‘my’ stay at 
Vienna) my conversion might have been pro~ 
ftable for me ina temporal view, but the 
idea did not so much as enter my mind, and 
noone discoursed with me on that subject. 
Atmost, some few good souls, who wished 
me well, might have uttered, perchance, a 
fervent prayer, or have given a slight insinu- 
ation. One day, as I was passing by a book- 
seller’s, I observed a little book, designed for 
theuse of the people, in which the rites and 
ceremonies of the Catholic Church are ex- 
plained : I purchased it, through mere curi- 
, and have it still in my possession. 
What was my surprise on learning such a va- 
riety of instructive matter, and on finding 
out the'true meaning, end, and utility of so 
many practices which we hold for supersti- 
tions! But my political reflections and 
studies were the principal means that led me 
insensibly to recognise truths which I was 
far from foreseeing. Disgusted with the 
false doctrines which were prevalent, and 
eiving them to be the cause of every 
evil, the sincerity of my intentions always in- 
duced me to search for other principles con- 
cerning the lawful origin and nature of so- 
cial relations. A single idea, at once simple 
aid fruitful, truly inspired by the grace of 
God, which consists in tracing things from 
their origin, in ranging according to the or- 
dey of time, as well in science as in nature, 
thefather before his children, the master be- 
fore his servants, the prince before his sub- 
jects, the teacher before his scholars, brought 
on from consequence to consequence the 
plan of that work, or of that body of doctrine, 
which makes so great a noise in Europe at 
present,* and which may be destined to re- 
establish the true principles of social justice, 
and to repair, in a great measure, the evils 
ofthe earth. I likewise represented to my 
mifid @ spiritual and pre-existing power or 
authority, the founder of a religious doctrine, 
céllécting disciples, forming them into a so- 
ciety for supporting and disseminating that 
doetrine, giving them laws and constitutions, 
gtadially acquiring territorial property in 
ofdér'to satisfy the demands of this religious 
cétimunity, and, in short, capable of arriving 
at'an exterior or temporal independence. 
Having afterwards consulted the voice of 
history 'and experience, I found that every 
point’ of this nature had been realized in the 
Catholic Church ; and this observation alone 
obliged me to acknowledge her authority, 
her ‘veracity, her legitimacy. Some pene- 
triting persons among the Catholics had 
already remarked this propensity, in the 
“‘Abridgement of Political Science,” which I 
piblished in 1808, and told'me, that, without 
being aware of it, I was actually of the 
sathe faith. The attentive and frequent pe- 
risal of the Bible convinced me more fully 
that I was not deceived; for, gifted as I have 
been by Almighty God with a spirit of jus- 
tite and impartiality, I could not easily mis- 
take the numberless passages which have no 
relation except to one kingdom of God on 
eatth, hamely: one’ Church, or one’ Society 
of faithful, whom St. Paul styles the body of 
Jesus Christ,t having one chief and different 











members, appointed to defend and to spread 
the Christian Religion: these are passages 
which our Ministers never quote, because, 
according to the Protestant construction, it 
is impossible to give them a simple and natu- 
ral explanation. 

The small Tract which I edited in 1811, 
under the title of “ Political Religion, or Re- 
ligious Politics,” which is no more than the 
collating of scriptural passages on social re- 
lations and duties, supplied me with a new 
proof of the same principles, though { had 
still preserved the utmost caution, and few 
readers had yet entered into my train of 
thought. Thus, my dear Brothers and Sis- 
ters, I may say with truth, that from the 
year 1808, I was a Catholic in my heart, and 
a Protestant only in name. This sentiment 
assumed a new degree of vigour in 1815, a 
period at which Providence in his mercy 
seems to have reunited the Bishopric of Basil 
to our Canton, in order to instruct and make 
us acquainted with the genuine opinions of 
the Universal Church, and to dissipate a 
number of baneful prejudices. On being sent 
into this new quarter of our territories, and 
in digesting the instructions for the act of re- 
union and the act itself, I formed an acquaint- 
ance with several distinguished characters, 
and still more celebrated productions which 
were either necessary or useful for enriching 
and perfecting the fourth volume of my work 
that treats of Religious Societies, or Eccle- 
siastical Governments. ‘Ihe perusal of these 
books improved both my mind and heart ; by 
degrees, the last glimmerings of doubt disap- 
peared, even with regard to articles of faith, 
about which I had not been hitherto concern- 
ed; the bandage fell from my eyes, my mind 
was in perfect unison with my heart ; it seem- 
ed to me that I had found the way, the truth, 
and the life, and my soul having, as it were, 
a hunger and thirst for truth, appeared to 
be at length completely satisfied. On the 
other hand, I likewise read Protestant au- 
thors, particularly such as treat of what is 
usually termed Canon Law: and would you, 
my dear Brothers and Sisters, believe it, 
these were the men that confirmed me more 
than the Catholic writers themselves in my 
persuasion. ‘Their uncertainties and eternal 
changes, their contradictions, their suppres- 
sions, and the concessions which sometimes 
escape them in moments of sincerity; in a 
word, their tone of dryness, of sullenness 
and disdain, so incompatible with Christian 
charity and religion, proved to me sufficient- 
ly, that we were not walking in the path of 
truth, because truth never varies, nor has 
recourse to weapons of such a nature.{ I 
saw, moreover, with the clearest evidence, 
that which, in the main, both parties ac- 
knowledge, namely: that the revolution of 
the sixteenth century, which we call the re- 
formation, is, in principle, its means and con- 
sequences, the perfect image and forerunner 
of the: political revolution of our time: and 
my aversion for the latter, created in me a 
disgust for the former. With that of which 
the heart is full, the mouth abounds, and 
every one knows how frequently my writings 
in 1816 and 1817 ran on these topics. Even 
Protestant divines were often astonished, and 





* Restoration of Political Science, or a Theory of the 
uy Natural Order, opposed to the Chimera of the 

be he Artificial State---Wintersthur 1816, 1821, 4 
‘Bye Pets 


tTimoth. iii, 15. 








Is it otherwise in this City and Country, and where- 
ever the disorganizing banner of a mock Reformation 
has been raised against the Holy Cause, the One Faith, 
and Uniform Creed of Catholic Orthodoxy ? 


approved of my arguments ‘on'the principal’ 
pomts. Accordingly, the three first volumes... 
of the Restoration printed at this juncture, al- . 
though treating of temporal governments, 
contain likewise a great number of passages © 
favourable to the Catholic Church, and’ not 
a single one against her. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 





~~ 


[From the United States Catholic Miscellany.} 
THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 


My Dear J. , You are no doubt curi-_ 
ous, as many others are, to know what the 
Bishops are doing in the Council. Though 
not of their number I have been admitted to 
their deliberations, at which several other 
clergymen have likewise assisted. I need 
not tell you that their counsels are all solely 
directed to the adoption of such measures, as 
may be at once conformable to the General 
Church Law, and calculated to procure the 
permanency and advancement of our Holy 
Religion. You will not imagine, as some 
might do, that any combination is formed: 
for that purpose contrary to the Spirit.or 
letter of our Republican Constitution,; but 
doubtless such will be the fears, and the as- 
sertions of the Cant-Gospellers. I mean not” 
to designate by this the honest and conscien- 
tious and respectable men, who may be 
found in the various Sects, or their ministry ; . 
but only those who ignorant, interested, or 
malicious, raise the cry of alarm for the Gos- 
pel, whenever the progress of the ancient 
Church is manifested. How pleased I have 
been to perceive in several of their: publica- 
tions, their apprehensiona concerning the 
spread of Popery, as they nickname our 
Religion! What will they not say pow that 
the Bishops have assembled, and combined 
their wisdom, knowledge and zeal for organ- 
izing this valuable portion of the Universal 
Church? They will probably cry aloud,. 
Inquisition, Inquisition! and perhaps some 
of them will picture, to their fancy, racks, 
aggots, stakes, and every other instrument 
of torture. Despotism, Jesuitism, and every 
other harsh appellation will be given to our 
Church-System of government !.. Without 
any regard to the Men who compose the 
Council they will deal out, their strictures 
and sound their tocsin. The Venerable Arch- 
bishop at the head of his Colleagues will be 
supposed attempting to establish British 
domination in Religious belief. The Apos- 
tolic Bishop of Kentucky, notwithstanding 
his meekness and winning charity, will be 
thought a furious Inquisitor eager to multiply 
Auto de fe. The ardent patriot.of Charles- 
ton will be regarded ar a minion of the Ro- 
man Pontiff, sworn to erect on the ruins of 
our Independence, the throne of his tyranny. 
The mild and amiable Bishop of Cincinnati 
will be deemed a despot, resolved to enslave 
his free-born countrymen. The unobtrusive, 
pious, and learned Bishop of St. Louis, must 
be branded as an Italian emissary. ‘The 
zealous and engaging Prelate of Boston, 
cannot possibly be other than the huge mon- 
ster of Jesuitical despotism. The Council 
itself will be termed a Conventicle, a Con- 
clave, a Caucus, and whatever else miay 
please the Biblicals. In fine the assembling 
of six humble Bishops of the Church; whose 
lives have been deyoted to works of piety, 











and whose hearts are only animated by feel- 
















































_THE JESUIT. 








ings of universal charity, will strike terror 
into millions throughout the Nation, whilst 
hundreds of Episcopalian, Presbyterian, 
Methodist or other Ministers might assemble 
without exciting alarm or regard. But have 
not the Ranters to tremble ? Yea, im truth 
they have. Ifa disorganized body has hitherto 
advanced into their entrenchments and car- 
ried away their spoils, what may they not 
apprehend from a disciplined and closely ar- 
rayed band? They have, believe me, much 
to fear, from the learning and talents, and 
virtues of the Catholic Hierarchy: and from 
the united efforts of the Ministry, who, if 
faithful to their duty, will daily gain new 
trophies for their divine Religion. Had you 
out heard, last Sunday, the Bishop of Char- 
leston explain the necessity and nature of 
faith, you would no doubt say, that these 
Gentlemen would have much to fear, were 
there but he alone to vindicate a Religion 
supported by such evidence. [ cannot detail 
to you the Council’s proceedings, but will 
content myself with observing that they all 
manifest the zeal, piety, and wisdom of the 
Prelates, who proceed with admirable -har- 
mony. The Council will probably terminate 
on next Sunday. Yours, &c. 
N. 
Baltimore, 14th Oct. 1829. 











In snake-braided vengeance around ? 
Or the sword of the Bigot display’d, 
To spill thy life-blood on the ground ? 


-¢) cf mourn not the spoiler abroad ;”— 
he bearing Matron replied ; 

«| bes aot! the murderous seed, F 

** Nor the dagger that points at my side : 
**In my heaven-wrought panoply cas’d, 

** Even Death has no terrors for me, 
*“ T can hurl him defiance at last, 

* And bid all his victims be free. 


** Should Intolerance brandish his blade, 


“ My soul would not shrink from the stroke : 


** Should a stranger my freedom invade, 
‘** Not a sigh should oppression provoke. 

** But to me no slight sorrows belong, 
** Condemned by my Children to bleed ; 

‘* Who first doemed me to witness their wrong, 
“ Then bid me tosanction the deed. 


*¢* Dost thou see this fair mantle of snow ? 


in the dyi 


“ *T'was the last bridal pledge of my love; 
** When he fix’d me my station below, 

“ To point to the prospects above. 
*‘ Unsullied, and seamless the vest 

“I fain would have render’d again, 
** When seasons of sorrow at last 

“Had charter’d my title to reign. 


“ But in civil contention, my Son, 
“ They have soil’d my rich mantle of snow, 
“« And left me unfriended and lone, 
** To flounce in these tatters of wo. 
**On the long cherish’d Earth where I lay, 
** HERETICAL feuds have been sown, 
“To rob me, if haply they may, 
** Of Faith and my Catholic crown. 


“Then haste to my Sons, and declare 
‘“« The keen anguish that’s bursting my heart !” 
She ceas’d !—then, dissolving in air, 
Dropp’d a tear as she seem’d to depart. 
I awoke, for the kindling beam 
O’er my eye-lids protruded the day, 
As faintly the voice of my dream 
Low murmuring, melted away. 











POETRY. 


THE TEARS OF RELIGION. 
A DREAM. 





Extinct was the fervour of day, 
Just quench’d in the floods of the west, 
And night in her doublet of Grey 
Unfurl’d the dark pennant of rest. 
I hail’d the get summons with joy, 
For my mind was distracted with care, 
And Sleep, though it cannot destroy, 
May yet deaden the pangs of despair. 


For I had seen the low cunning of life, 
Benevolence trick’d into spleen ; 

While Religion, the object of strife, 
Was relentlessly martyr’d between. 

Thus oP ress’d with the thoughts of the day, 
I yielded my sorrows to sleep ; 

What time the Sun’s last lagging ray, 
But faintly empurpled the deep. 


Methought that remembrance had fled, 
Such visions does fancy disclose, 
When, bending benign o’er my head, 
A figure majestic arose. 
A form turn’d to feminine grace 
Was suffused with a masculine glow; 
Though the heaven-drawn lines of her face 
Seem’d dash’d with expressions of wo. 


A green olivé encircled her wand, 
That dripp’d with celestial dew ; 
And the anodyne cup in her hand 
Betokened RELIGION in view. 
Distain’d was her mantle of snow, 
At her feet lay her moon-dappled crown ; 
And the tears that for others should flow 
Now flow’d for a grief of her own. 


Why weeps the fair Dove of my Lord ? 

With a sigh, sympathetic, I cried !— 

Say,—stalks the proud spoiler abroad, 
‘o wrest the fair charge from thy side ? 








ANECDOTES. 
DEATH OF THE FRENCH INFIDEL, 
D’ALEMBERT. 


The conspirators in losing Voltaire, had 
lost every thing on the side of talents; but 
his arms of impiety they had remaining in 
his numerous writings. The arts and cun- 
ning of D’Alembert proved more than a suc- 
cedaneum to the genius of their deceased 
founder; and he is proclaimed chief. ‘The 
secret committee of education in Paris, the 
country conventicles and the correspondence 
with the village school-masters, owed their 
origin to him. He continued to direct the 
works of the secret academy, in the propa- 
gation of impiety, until called upon to ap- 
pear before that same God, who had already 
judged Voltaire. He died five years after his 
patron, in November, 1783. Lest remorse 
should compel him to similar recantations, 
which had so much humbled the sect, Con- 
dorcet undertook to render him imaccessible ; 
if not to repentance and remorse, at least to 
all who might have availed themselves of his 
homage to religion. 

When the Rector of St. Germain’s in qual- 
ity of pastor, presented himself, Condorcet, 
like to the devil who watches over his prey, 
ran to the door and barred his entrance! 
Scarce had the breath left his body when 
the pride of Condorcet betrays his secret. 
D’Alembert really had felt that remorse 
which must have been common to him with 
Voltaire; he was on the eve of sending, as 


ister of that same Christ against whom he 


the only method of reconciliation, for a min- 


had also conspited ; but Condorcet ferocious- 





% 
g Sophister; and he ied j 

having forced him to expire in ee 
tence. The whole of this odious conflict is 
comprised in one horrid sentence ; when 
Condorcet announced the decease of D’ Alem. 
bert and was relating the circumstances he 
did not blush to add, Had I not been there h 
would have flinched also. , 





When the Catholic Church of the Hol 

Cross in Boston was completed, a plain ~~ 
of St. Patrick happened to pass through 'The- 
atre Alley in company with a Protestant, 
The latter looking up and observing the Gilt 
Cross on the Dome of the Church, asked the 
Native of the Emerald Isle, why the Catholies 
had not a Weather-Cock, or Vane, over their 
Churches, as Protestants have? The Hiber- 
nian shrewdly answered—For a very plain 
reason, said he.—You do well to have Weath- 
er-cocks on your Churches, for they are like 


your faith veering about with every wind of 


Doctrine; but our Cross, like our Faith, is 
stedfast and immoveable. 





SECRET OF BEING ALWAYS EASY.—An Ital- 
ian Bishop having struggled through great 
difficulties without repining, and met with 
much opposition in the discharge of his Epis- 
copal functions without ever betraying the 
least impatience, an intimate friend of his, 
who highly admired those virtues which he 
conceived it impossible to imitate, one day 
asked the Prelate if he could communicate 
the secret of always being easy? “ Yes,” 
replied the old man, “I can teach you my 
secret, and with great facility. It consists 


-|in nothing more than in making good use of 


my eyes.” This friend begged him to ex 
plain himself. ‘Most willingly.” resumed 
the Bishop. ‘In whatever state I am, I 
first of all look up to Heaven and remem- 
ber that my principal business here is to get 
there. Ithen look down upon the earth, 
and call to mind the space I shall occupy in it 
when I am interred. I then look abroad 
into the world, and observe what multitudes 
there are, who in all respects are more un- 
happy than myself.. Thus I learn where 
true happiness is placed, where all our cares 
must end, and how very little reason I have 
to repine and complain.” 





After the Departure of Voltaire, Fredenck 
prohibited every kind of jesting on the sub- 
ject of Religion; and speaking one day with 
the Countess of Cama, he told her that he 
looked upon all who believed in the Truth of 
Religion as very happy; but for himself, 
having once taken his stand, he would -never 
change his position; for, added he, if my 
subjects saw me now going to Church, they 
would laugh at me, and accuse me of weakness 
No, Sir, replied the Countess, they would on 
the contrary, shed tears of joy. 


ANAGRAM. 
On MARY, the Blessed Virgin-Mother of 
God.—MARY—ARMY. 
How well Her name an Army doth present, 
In whom the Lord of Hosts did pitch His tent ! 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel because 
he hath visited and wrought the redemption 
of his people—as He spoke by the mouth of 
His Holy-Prophets, who are from the begin-, 
ning. Salvation from our enemies and from: 











Are the Furies of Darkness array’d, 





ly combated these last signs of repentance 


the hand of all that hate us. 











